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THE HOLY LAND EXCURSION.
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[SPROTAL TRAVELLING CORRESPONDENT OF THR ALTA)

[(Number Twenty-"Two.]

In the Crimea—DMore Souvenirs of California—
Diplomatie Preparations — Reception by
the Czar—Among the Royalties—Royalty
in Plain Clothes—Family Relations—
What Republieans Think of in Imperial
Presence —— The  Unterrified  Brown —
“Twain" Reads his Picce.

. Yaura, August 27th.

Preparing to Visit the Kmpevor.
Eprrors ALta: Weanchored here day before yes-
| terday. To me the place was a vision of California.
The tall, gray mountaing that back it, their sides
bristling with pines—cloven with ravines—hore and
there a hoary rock towering into view—long,
straight streaks sweeping down from the summit to
the sea, markjng the passage of some avalanche of
formor times—all these were a8 like what one sees
in the Sierras as if the one were a portrait of the
other. The little village of Yalta nestles at the
foot of an amphitheatre which slopes backward and
upward to the wall of hills, aud looks as if it might
have sunk quietly down toits present position from
a higher elevation. This depression is covered
with the great parks and gardens of noblemen, and
through the mass of green foliage the bright colors
of their palaces bud ont here and there like flow-
ers, Itisa beautiful spot.

The first thing we did was to send a Committee on
‘shore to confer with the Governor-General concern-
ing our reception, and to present to him a brief ad-
dress for the Emperor which our Consul had ad-
vised us to prepare, and which a Committee of the
cheekiest of us had been ordered to draft. Why |
they should have made me Chairman of a Commit- |!
tee whose main talent was to consist of cheek, was
an injustice which to me was as stranye as it was
painful. I accepted the office, but I did it under
protest. I did it partly because I was more fami-
liar with Emperors than the other passengers, and
therefore able to write to such people with an easier
grace than , and partly because I thought that
if I could oprud it around that I had been corres-
ponding with the Emperor of Russia, may be it
would make my photograph sell.

Well, the Governor-General said that his Majesty
would receive our whole party the next day at
noon, at his summer palace—that etiquette would
be waived and the address read and presented to
him in person, at that time—that the Grand Duke
Michael (his brother) had extended an invitation
to the party to visit him at his palace on the same
day, and that on the following day they and their |,
families desired to visit the ship if the sea were I
smooth., He said we must disembark at half past
ten or eleven and ride to the palace (three miles) in i
carriages which would be provided for us.

So the whole ship’s company turned out at about |
7 o’clook yesterday morning, and dressed from that |
time until 11, We got ashore, then, and drove to ||
the Czar's mansion. It stood in the midst of a mix- |!
tare of lawn, flower-garden and park, and was a8
snugly located as possible, almost. Its architectare |
is simple, but handsome and attractive, and its
porehed, stairways and windows are so clothed with
vines and flowers, that the place looked like a cosy
home, not a chilly palace.

The Roception,

We formed a circle under the trees before the
door, for there was no one room in the house able |
to nccommodate our seventy-five persons comfort= |y
ably, and in & few minutes the imperial family 3
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to the (iund Duke ﬂlehnl'n. a mile away, in re-
gponge to his invitation previously given, df this,
more anon.
_ The Address,
As it has beon gent to various Ruesian papers for
publieation—=s0 I am told—you may as well print

it yonrgelf. Inasmuch as the Emperor approved
the document, I hope you will allow me @ much
for it as if you had ordered mé to it yourself.
'll;!;oorﬁuon atr: .,pprov it Ty oe thon:.

ee you '—ga t
right enough, but stll it lo.%xod 1ike We were fish-
ing for an invitation to dinner:

o 13' Ilu lnﬁ:r:al Majesty, Alevander II, Em-
o We o/. handful Tvﬂ te eiti { th
of private zens of the
United Butu. travelling simply for recreation—and
unostentatiously, as mes our unofficial state—
and, therefore, we havo no oxclum to tender for
pmmtlna ourselves before our njesty save the
desire of offering our grateful acknowledgments to
the lord of a realm which, through good an
through evil ro'port. has boen the steadfast frien
of the land we love 20 wel
‘“ We could not presume to take a step like this,
did we not know well that the words we speak
here, and th .b seutiments wherewith they are
lhtod. are but the reflex of the t.bou hts llld’
tbe feolings of all our countrymen, from &
hills of New England to the shores of the far I-
gg.‘ o‘ uo, few in number, bnt wo utter the voice
*“One of the brightest ucl that has the
world’s lmt.or sincow tton h ¢ birl.h.
was recorded by your M mwo
loosed the bonds of twenty mtfllonn of men; u lt
Americaaa oan but esteem it a privilege to do ionor
to atuler who t:hwroucht g0 mighty a deed. The
lesson taught us then we have profitted by nd are
free in truth, to-day, even as we were beforein
name.
to herin many ways—and chiefly for her unwav-
ering friendship in seasons of our greatest need.
That that friendship may still be hers, we confi-
dontly pray: that she is and will be grateful to Rus-
sia and to her sovereign for it, we know full wel|~
that she will ever forfait it by any prewmedit un-
just aet, or unfair conru. it were treason to‘btllovo.
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America owes much to Russia—is indebted }
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